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Diverse faculties are vital. In research, they bring different perspectives to bear on projects, supporting
innovation and discovery. In education, they foster a greater range of young minds thanks to their
broader understanding of marginalization and privilege. While some advances toward gender equity in
STEM faculties have been made, women remain greatly under-represented, particularly women of color.

The Association for Women in Science (AWIS) (h�ps://www.awis.org/) recognizes the serious long-term
impact of this lack of diverse perspectives in research and education. They’re working toward equity in
STEM, and this year, they’ve launched an exciting initiative to further that crucial goal: the ADVANCE
Resource and Coordination (ARC) Network Community (h�ps://www.equityinstem.org/). It is intended
to bring together diverse audiences, including scholars, educators, practitioners and researchers, to
collaborate on, discuss and implement change.

At Mendeley, we firmly believe in the goals of the AWIS and are proud to be supporting them. We have
created a new dedicated online group for the ARC Network to help members from across the globe
connect. They can share both ideas and resources, including reports, articles, datasets and videos, as well
as organizing online events and learning opportunities.

In addition, Elsevier’s preprint service SSRN (h�p://www.ssrn.com/) will host a dedicated STEM First
Look series (h�ps://www.equityinstem.org/firstlook) to support the initiative. This will be a quarterly
digest of STEM equity content and early-stage research, including presentations, white papers, videos,
podcasts and webinars.

Mendeley and SSRN are designed for connection, sharing and collaboration, and that’s exactly what the
ARC Network needed when they approached us. As Dr. Heather Metcalf, AWIS Chief Research Officer
and ARC Network Principal Investigator explains, “with the online research collaboration tools
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generously provided by Elsevier, the ARC Network will facilitate the early adoption and
implementation of promising practices and sharing of new research findings. Providing these
opportunities broadens our collective impact on STEM equity in unprecedented ways.”

Gaby Appleton, Managing Director of Mendeley and Researcher Products said of the collaboration
“Supporting researchers and educators is the core vision for Mendeley. We’re delighted to be part of the
ARC Network initiative because it means supporting a healthy future for scholarship and innovation in
STEM.”

Find out more about AWIS here (h�ps://www.awis.org/) and their ADVANCE Resource and Coordination (ARC)
Network Community here (h�ps://www.equityinstem.org/)

Find out more about SSRN here (h�p://www.ssrn.com/)
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